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Food security defined 

òWhen all people at all times have both 

physical and economic access to sufficient food 

to meet their dietary needs for a productive 

and healthy life.ó 

ðIs adequate food available?

ðDo people have access to food?

ðKnowledge of basic nutrition and access to 

complementary resources? 
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How land tenure impacts food securityé

ÅTenure rules/norms impact access 

ðTo land, water, pastures, forests

ÅTenure rules/norms impact productivity/availability

ðBy creating incentives

ÅTenure rules/norms can impact poverty

ðBy creating/limiting economic opportunities 

3



Itõs not just about inputs, institutions matter

Food security is intimately tied to the institutional 

environment, land governance systems are part of 

that environment.  

ðIf these systems are weak access/productivity/poverty 

alleviation are negatively impacted

ðSmallholders may, or may not, have tenure security

ðLegal pluralism can compound problems 

ðAs does lack of capacity 
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Linkages between land tenure and other sectors can 

affect food security: examples from Africa

Competition over farmland in the Senegal River Valley

ÅModified physical landscape (dams in late-1980s) contribute to 

decrease in traditional agricultural practices and productivity 

(flood recession agriculture)

ÅIrrigated agricultural production requires greater investment 

placing some smallholders and historically disadvantaged groups at 

a disadvantage

ÅLand tenure policy and land access rules have been imperfectly 

applied
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Linkages between land tenure and other sectors can 

affect food security: examples from Africa (2)

Population growth in rural Burundi

ÅGrowth rate over 3% annually

ÅAttachment to land and resistance to large-scale migration to 

cities

ÅTraditional inheritance rules are tenaciously applied in rural 

areas leading to increasingly tiny parcels available to support 

food needs of young families
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Linkages between land tenure and other sectors can 

affect food security: examples from Africa (3)

ÅConflict ðsometimes violent - over land use in many areas of the Sahel

- Agriculture versus livestock

- Industrial scale production of cash crops versus small-holder 

production

ÅArtisanal diamond mining in Liberia

- Some artisanal diamond mining zones have greatly reduced local 

production of food crops as a result of conversion of arable land to 

mines.

- Local populations have come to depend on expensive imported 

food.
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Linkages between land tenure and other sectors can 

affect food security: examples from Africa (4)

ÅWeak enforcement of forest and environmental codes in several 

Saheliancountries

- Clearing of trees in protected areas to make way for 

agricultural production

- Potential increase in CO2 emissions that may in turn 

contribute to climate change and quality of arable land 
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Women face particular constraints

ÅSubstantial gender asset gaps persist 

ÅUnique role producing food; unique role 

supporting families

ÅImproving access to land (credit, inputs) can have 

powerful, positive impact

ÅWorking with & within customary systems, with 

men & boys is critical
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Other important considerations

ÅSometimes customary systems are secure enough

ÅPrivate sector investors can bring benefits, but 

they (and you) need to understand tenure risks

ÅLand rights violations may be new human rights 

frontier

ÅCommunities can partner with investors, 

resource rights can be their assets

ÅParticipatory processes need to be strengthened
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An example from 

Senegal
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Promoting agricultural investment in the Senegal River Valley*

ÅIntegrated Water Resources Management Project

ÅLand Tenure Security Activity

*Financed by Millennium Challenge Corporation


