In Rwanda, the strategic use of land is critical to economic and social growth.To support effective land use planning, recent
research recommends: |) strengthening the legal/policy framework and coordination mechanisms,
2) improving the development and implementation of land use plans, and 3) increasing the capacity of institutions,
officials and citizens to manage the process.

“Development planning shall be integrated, participatory, evidence-based, and focused on addressing the priority needs of citizens,
taking into consideration the overall national development vision and constraints of the resource envelope. As much as possible,
national plans shall be composites of local development plans that are regularly prepared.”
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Land use planning has had a significant influence on the market
trends in Rwanda’s urban areas.

are associated with better safety, property title registration, value/price per m? of properties,
more desirable types of property, shorter distances to primary and secondary schools and
all weather roads, and higher education levels. Since 1998, property sales have been highest
in zoned areas. However, zoned areas typically exclude the poor.To provide for their needs,
zoning and master plans need to include affordable housing and subsidy schemes.

After 2005, urban property values rose sharply, dipped in 2009/2010

and 2012, and started rising again after that. Urbanization, income Owner'ship & Price Trends
growth and changes in urban land policies and planning regulations
influence the volatility of prices. o In urban areas, o
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This document is based on 1) An Assessment of Land Use Planning in Rwanda (August 2015), produced by the
United States Agency for International Development (USAID) Rwanda Land Project, and 2) Land Market Values,
Urban Land Policies, and their Impacts in Urban Centers of Rwanda, by Land Project and Institut d’Enseignement
Supérieur (INES) - Ruhengeri. Download these research reports at www.rwandaland.org.

This document was made possible by the support of the American people through USAID.The contents do not
necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United States Government.



