
African Union’s Declaration on 
Issues and Framework and 

Guidelines on Land Policy in Africa
Presenter: Mark Freudenberger

Property Rights and Resource Governance
Issues and Best Practices

Monrovia, Liberia
October 2012



DECLARATION ON LAND ISSUES AND 
CHALLENGES IN AFRICA



WE, the Heads of States and Government of the 
African Union, meeting at our Thirteenth Ordinary 
Session in Sirte, Libya, from 1 to 3 July 2009;

RECOGNISING the centrality of land to sustainable socio-economic 
growth, development and the security of the social, economic and cultural 
livelihoods of our people;

AWARE of the rich heritage of Africa’s land and related resources 
especially its unique natural eco-systems;

FURTHER AWARE of the diversity and complexity of the systems under 
which land and related resources are held, managed and used…



RESOLVE TO:
1. Ensure that land laws provide for equitable 

access to land and related resources among all 
land users including the youth and other 
landless and vulnerable groups such as 
displaced persons;

2.     Strengthen security of land tenure for 
women which merits special attention.





African Union Problem Analysis on Land Issues

“…many African countries have, over time, 
accumulated a multiplicity of sectorial policies and 
laws relating to land, its management and use 
without over-arching policies which rationalize, 
harmonize and clarify the otherwise uncoordinated 
approaches and complex interactions between these 
sectorial laws and policies.” 



Developing an African Union Vision

• Regional Consultative Workshops: 
AU-ECA-AfDB. August 2007-December, 
2008

• Draft of Continental Framework and 
Background Documents: March 2009

• Land Policy Initiative:  5-Year  Strategic 
Plan and Roadmap (2012-2016)



African Union Framework Vision Statement



Interface between Customary and Statutory Tenure
Key Values



Gender and Resource Tenure
Key Values



Pro-Poor Market Orientations

Key Values



The State and Land Administration

Key Values



Key Values
Land Administration



Land Rights Delivery SystemsKey Values



Land Policy Development Process

Key Values
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